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Probe into DONG Bi-wu’ s Thought of Rule of Law

QIN Qian-hong , YE Hai-bo
(Wuhan University Law School, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Biographies: QIN Qian-hong (1968- ), male, Doctor, Associate professor, Wuhan University Law
School . majoring in constitutional law ; YE Hai-bo (1977- ), male, Graduate, Wuhan
University Law School. majoring in constitutional law.

Abstract: As the pioneer and founder of legal system construction in People’ s Republic of China,
DONG Bi-wu’ s prominentideology on rule of law went through three stages: the initial formed . basically
completed and further developed, and many contents of which are time-tested and practice-verified. But
because of the influence of historical background. cultural tradition and social realities . his ideology is
characterized by legal instrumentalism, can’ t break away from the influence of rule of man completely.
which leaves his successors an arduous task of rule of law construction and of discarding the old ways of life
in favor of the new.

Key words: DONG Bi-wu ; rule of law ; legal instrumentalism



