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Public Management A New Research Field
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Abstract In recent China there is an urgent need to establish a discipline of public management.
However, among Chinese academic community, there is a persistent ambiguity about the relationship
between “ public management’ and“ public administration’ despite the recent fever toward public man—
agement. To well understand public management as a new field of study, it would be helpful for us to
first examine the experiences of the development of public management in the United States. This ex—
amination tries to analyze the theoretical context from which public management evolved, its major
approaches, and fields of study. Then, this paper addresses its theoretical contribution and shortcom—
ings, and its relationship with public administration. Finally, this paper makes some comments on
how to improve public management research in China, criticizing the recent managerialism which has
been overly drawn.

Key words public management; public administration; policy management research paradigm



