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Abstract As one of the main internal policies in European Union, the regional policy performs
the functions to balance regional development within the EU and to assist in promoting the European
integration. Since the regional policy came out in 1975, it has undergone three reshuffle, each time
relating to the expansion of EU ( European Community). On the basis of summarizing the three
reforms of the policy, this article analyses the current situation of economic development and policies
in the central and eastern European area, and looks into the prospect of regional economic
development in the context of EU § eastern expansion.
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