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Li Shimin § Concept of Elegant Legitimism& Its Influence

Chen Shunzhi
(School of Humanities, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Author Chen Shunzhi(1957-), male, Professor, School of Humanities, Wuhan University, majoring in

ancient Chinese literature.

Abstract The Concept of elegant legitimism is the core of Emperor Tang Tai Zong s ideology, which
means the classicism in the literature ideas, the ethics in the literary subject and elegance in literary con-
tents, the laconicism in style and politicization in the literary function. His concept , as a reaction to the
decadent sentimentalism of the Nan Dynasty & literature, was stamped with the spirit of his age. Owing to
his and his ministers “ encouragement and practice, a new trend came into being during his sovereignty,
which was characteristic of the elegant legitimism , harmony between the antiphonary in creation and indi—
vidualistic lyricism. Such trend founded the majestic development of poetry of Tang Dynasty.

Keywords Tang Tai Zong elegant legitimism; poetry; pattern
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