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Author Cheng Mei(1953-), female, Doctoral candidate, School of Humanities, Wuhan University, ma-

joring in modern Chinese literature & comparative literature.

Abstract Through parallel comparison, this article analyses and discusses the similarities and dispari—
ties between The Four Generations under One Roof (The Yellow Storm) by Lao She and Catch 22 by Joseph

Heller. It points out that the common features of the two novels mainly lie in the distinctive structure simi—

lar to a display of human statues,in the social and cultural criticism and in the diversified techniques of

arts. The disparities of the two novels not only stem from the sharp differences of the two cultures, but also

result in the fact that they are different horizontal extensions of the well-known Russian novel The War

and Peace though they both are in some way illuminated by it. More aspects of human wars other than

those shown in The War and Peace are vividly and profoundly revealed in the two novels, each with its own

ingenious artistic conception.
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