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Viewing the Philosophical Role through the Fifty years'
Course of the Founding of Our People’s Republic

——On the significance of “the three Criteria” and their interrelation

Tao Delin
(School of Humanities, Wuhan University ,Wuhan 430072,China)

Author ; Tao Delin (1931-),male, Professor, Doctoral Supervisor, School of Humanities, Wuhan Uni-

versity ,majoring in Marxist philosophy.

Abstract : Whether or not thought route is true hinges whether our Party’s cause will succeed or fail.
Philosophy is the theoretical basis of thought route and its misplay caused the enormous losses in socialist
cause. Philosophically bringing order out of chaos,starting from the discussion on the criterion of truth,is
the turning point of saving a dangerous situation of our country and initiating the new period of socialism.
What the criterion of practice answers is the problem of whether knowledge is truth,but what the criterion
of productivity answers is whether practice has soundness. Both have self-helping meaning,and can not be
confused. A lot of the different practical plans from the knowledge of truth unnecessarily have soundness,
therefore must be tested against the criterion of productivity. The criterion of ”helping in three ways” is
not another kind of criterion except the two former critcria,also not rehearse and superposition, but the in-
tegrity and development of them,and embodies the unity of truth and value and the quintessence of practi-
cal and realistic. Making clear the relation of the three criteria hinge integral and precise apprehension of
the scientific system of Deng Xiaoping theory.

Keywords; leading role; the criterion of practice; the criterion of productivity; the criterion of “help-
ing in three ways”
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