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On the Concept of the People’s Fundamental
Importance in TangYuZhiDao (/& £ X i&)

Deng Jianpeng
(School of Humanties, Wuhan University , Wuhan 430072,China)

Author; Deng Jianpeng (1976-), male, Graduate student, School of Humanties, Wuhan University,

majoring in China’s ancient academic culture.

Abstract ; The confusion regarding the main thought and the creator of TangYuZhiDao (/& J£ Z i&)
triggered various conjecture from some scholars. This essay, however, holds that TangYuZhiDao (/&K Z
i) actually deals with one Rg#t of Confucian ideclogy, characterized by the thought that people are the
most significant element in the state. Such opinion is embodied especially by the two sayings of
TangYu‘ZhiDao(E‘}iz,iﬁ)—— “Instead of being selfish, governors should leave all the people under heav-
en beneficial” and “Showing benevolence to relatives and respecting the persons of wisdom and ability”.
Based on the analysis of concerned proofs, the author concludes that TangYuZhiDao( & J& Z i8 ) originates
from Tzu-ssu(-F &) ,the grandson of Confucius. In addition, such thought was developed to the greatest
point by Mencius later on.

Keywords: TangYuZhiDao (J& J& Z i8) ;loving relatives &. respecting worthy persons; concept of the
people’ s fundamental importance ; Tzu-ssu (5 %)
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