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The Cultural History Meaning of Bamboo-books of Chu-tombs in Guodian

Hu Zhihong
(School of Humanities , Wuhan University , Wuhan 430072,China)

Author :Hu Zhihong (1954-) ,male,Doctoral candidate, School of Humanities, Wuhan University ,ma-

joring in Confucian philosophy.

Abstract : This thesis has discussed, from the relatively wide angle, the cultural meaning of the Bam-
boo-books of the Chu-tombs in Guodian and the relationship of the Chu culture and the Central Plains cul-
ture. Before the excavation of the Bamboo-books, it was strongly believed in the circle of Chu-cultural his-
tory research that the Chu culture was separate from or even opposite to the Central Plains culture. This
viewpoint was formed based on the uniqueness of the unearthed Chu implements, the distinctness of the
Chu culture regarded traditionally, and the records in ancient documents about the Chz “distinguishing it-
self from the Central Plains”. Because of this viewpoint, the circle of the Chu cultural history research ne-
glected or even misinterpreted the other records in the ancient documents that the Chu people’s viewpoints
came from the Central Plains culture and the Central Plains culture spread in the Chu area. Under this aca-
demic background, it is of particular importance that the Bamboo-books were excavated, because the Bam-
boo-books contain both the Confucian and the Taoist works and the works of the two schools embody the
contents which had never been seen before. Therefore, the Bamboo-books will be certainly helpful for re-
examining the viewpoint that the Chu culture was separate from or even opposite to the Central Plains cul-
ture.

Key words; Bamboo-books of the Chu-tombs in Guodian;cultural history; Chu culture ; Central Plains

culture
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