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Sima Qian’s Consciousness of Life & Tragic Spirit of the Historical Memoirs

Liu Xinglin
(Literature School, Huazhang Normal University, Wuhan 430079, China)

Author: Liu Xinglin(1950-), male, Associate professor , Literature School, Huazhong Normal Uni-

versity, majoring in literature from the Qin to Northern and Southern Dynasties.

Abstract: Sima Qian’s consciousness of life is the fusion of Confucianism and Taoism in the Pre-Qin
period. His understanding of life’s essence is mainly based on Taoist naive materialism; his knowledge of
life’s significance is rooted in the Taoist spirit of “three immoralities”. His life consciousness and his suf-
fering of castration result in his unique viewpoint of values: transcendence of life and death as well as hon-
our and disgrace, full realization of self, endurance of humiliation in order to carry out an important mis-
sion, entire devotion to writing so that his theory might go through all eternities. Sima Qian’s conscious-
ness of life and his views on values finally lead to the tragic spirit of the Historical Memoirs, which is of the
following four features: to struggle with a clear aim in mind, to live with a strong will, to die with a
thought of transcendence, to end with a spirit of thoroughness.

Key words: Sima Qian; consciousness of life; tragic spirit
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