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Mountainous Resource Exploitation in Ming and Qing Dynasties

Zhang Jianmin
(School of Humanities , Wuhan University , Wuhan 430072,China)
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University, majoring in economic and social history of Ming and Qing Dynasties.

Abstract: The development of mountain areas is very important in the exploitation of natural resources

Take the Qinling-Daba mountain areas as an example, the exploitation of

natural resources in a large scale is not only closely related with the complicated background and conditions

including the rapid increase of nation-wide population and of the pressure to subsist, the introduction and

wide planting of new agricultural plants, but also possesses some obvious features, such as the main sub-

jects of the exploitation of natural resources being immigrant population, obviously blindness and exces-

siveness in the exploitation process, the extensive exploitation of natural resources and extensive cultiva-

tion, and the unstability of economic increase, which leads to the serious lack of reserve strength in the de-

velopment of the economy in mountain areas as well as the emergence of stagnation and decline in an early

period and provides us with some experiences and lessons in our contemporary economic construction.

Key words; development of mountain areas; immigrant population; blind exploitation; unstability
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