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LIU Ji-shan’s Rectification of WANG Yang-ming’s School

YAO Cai-gang
(School of Humanities, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072,Hubei,China)

Biography: YAQO Cai-gang (1972-) ,male,Doctoral candidate, School of Humanities , Wuhan Universi-

ty smajoring in Confucianism.

Abstract; LIU Ji-shan is the last New-Confucianist in Later Ming Dynasty. He went the stream and
made much progress in the movement of rectifying WANG Yang-ming’s School at that time. This is mainly
embodied in his doctrines of Vigilance-in-Solitude and Sincerity of Will. LIU’s rectification could be re-
duced to the following: reinforcing the universality and objectivity of moral noumenon; emphasizing the
practice of moral code;reversing WANG’s comprehension of Will;refuting the doctrines of “Extention of
Intuitive Knowledge” and “Four-Sentence”. LIU found out the real theoretical defects of WANG’s School ,
so his rectification is eminent. But,an irrefutable fact is that LIU also had his own historical limitations.
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