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Context Restriction to Modifier-Head
Construction from “Mencius”
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Abstract: The paper is an attempt to argue that the modifier-Head Construction (MHC) will be modi-

fied or restricted in various aspects. We come to the conclusion that context is a determining factor that ex-
plains the following phenomena: (1) the necessity of MHC; (2)the shift of focus of expression in MHC;

(3)the elimination of ambiguous structures; (4)the omission of certain elements of MHC; (5)the creation

of deviant collocations; (6)the Separation of the elements in MHC.
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