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Being in Western Philosophy Can Be But
Understood as“ (sh )” in Chinese
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(School of Humanities, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)
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Abstract The most difficult problem that we catch on to Western and Marx & philosophy is the Chi-
nese interpretation of its tiptop category Being. This essay points out that the bygone translations are
wrong because the difference between Chinese and Western construction of language and philosophical
thinking-way have been not considered. The essay sets forth even though in philosophy Being ought to be
translated directly as copulative shi’ in Chinese, and elucidates Being cannot be interpreted as “yu or
“ tsun—tsai’ in Chinese because of the difference betw een Chinese and Western philosophical thinking-ways,
and shows that the translation of “ shi’ relates with our understanding of whole W estern and Marxist phi—
losophy in fringe way-
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