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Self-awareness and Risk Governance of Urban Society :
From the Perspective of Urban Philosophy and History of Criticism on Civilization

Chen Zhong (Shanghai University of Finance and Economics)

Abstract ; Urban society is gradually becoming a risk society which is complex, ecological and vibrant. To
comprehend and establish urban society ,the unity,simultaneity and interacted self-awareness between ecological
and risk consciousness are urgently needed. An urban history is a history that people and risks perpetually ac-
company and interact with each other. Urban activities, the dialectical and negative aspects of urban develop-
ment ,the concept of cities, the lag, one-sidedness of urban understanding, urban operations, the problems and
vulnerabilities of urban system constitute the main causes of urban risks. Not only are people the creators of cit-
ies,they are also the fundamental source of urban risks. It is necessary to be comprehensively self-aware and ad-
just urban relations ,especially to carry out urban enlightenment ,urban constraints and urban governance on peo-
ple’s physical ,mental and psychological behaviors,in order to manage and prevent urban risks.

Key words :urban society; risk society; self-awareness of ecology and life; governance of ecology and life
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