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What is the School of Li(IE)

The Inner Philosophical Orientation of Neo-Confucianism
Yang Guorong (East China Normal University)

Abstract Neo-Confucianism, the learning of Dao and the learning of Li(¥f)(principle/law)are different
names of the same school of the learning of Li(3). The name of “Neo-Confucianism” is manifested the
historical relation between the school of learning of Li(¥f) and traditional Confucianism while the name of “the
learning of Dao” means the school of learning of Li (3{) involving the metaphysical issues. Comparatively, the
name of “learning of Li({)” itself points at the tendency of understanding the world through the unification of
universality and particularity. Based on Li(#f) and Qi(*X), Li(#!) and mind/nature, mind and thing, knowing
and doing, and the like, the school of learning of Li(¥) inquires both the metaphysical problem of what is
being and the ethical issue of how to become the sage. Moreover, the school of learning of Li(B) pays more
attention to the issue of ought as well as the relation between ought and the necessity and that of ought and the
nature, which implies the unity of ontology, ethics, and axiology.

Key words Neo-Confucianism; the school learning of Li(}{); a Confucian school of philosophy of the
Song Dynasty; Li(#); Qi(*X); mind; nature
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