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Reason and Governance Dilemma of the Social Stability Risk of
Sensitive Engineering from the Perspective of Value Conflict

Hu Xiangming, Liu Peng (Beihang University)

Abstract Reason and governance of the social stability risk of sensitive engineering is one of the fre-
quently discussed issues in the field of public management in recent years. At present, the social stability risk
of sensitive engineering is mainly attributed to the “factual risk” caused by such engineering in both relevant
discussions and practice. Our research finds that the reason for the social stability risk of sensitive engineering
is the behavioral conflict that may be caused by the perceived differences in the factual risks due to different
values among stakeholders. We call this “value risk”. Factual risk is only the objective basis for the formation
of the social stability risk, and “value risk™ is its direct cause. In fact, in the current practice of the social stability
risk of sensitive engineering in China, we also have noticed the governance of value risk. The main measures
are information disclosure and moderate increase in compensation, but in practice these measures may have
“reality paradoxes” that will put specific governance into trouble. Of course, this dilemma is likely to be elim-
inated by further exploration and improvement of relevant measures so that the social stability risk of sensitive
engineering will be better governed.

Key words sensitive engineering; NIMBY; social stability risk; value conflict;governance dilemma
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