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Zhu Xi and Changes of the Township Drinking Ceremony

in the Song Dynasty

A Response of the Confucian Ritual Designs to Local Bureaucracy

Yang Hua (Wuhan University)

Abstract Zhu Xi attached great importance to the Township Drinking Ceremony and reformed the cer-

emony in AD 1195-1200. He criticized and corrected a number of Gaokang’ s ceremony details that were not

consistent with the original Confucian ritual, and re-established the seats and sequence of Bin ( £ ) , Zhu( & ) ,
Zhuan ( f# ) and Jie ( /1) . He further institutionalized and strengthened the role of Zhuan ({# ) or Zun Zhe

(%3 ) , who used to be assistant and dispensable officials in the traditional Township Drinking Ceremony.

In addition, Zhu Xi changed the stipulated identity of Zhuan from “by Tong Pan in states, by Cheng or Bu
in counties” ( M PAJE ], B LIZREK{# ) to “by Cui in states, by Cheng or Bu in counties” ( #H A%, H-PAzK

5§ ) . This simple, flexible, practical, and up-to-date ritual reform reflected the bureaucratic change of super-

vision system in the Song dynasty. It was also an institutional reflection of the increase of sinecure officials.

Key words Zhu Xi; Township Drinking Ceremony; bureaucratic politics in the Song dynasty
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