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An Outline of Ancient Chinese Environmental Aesthetics System
Chen Wangheng (Wuhan University)

Abstract The ideological foundation of ancient Chinese environmental aesthetics is agricultural civiliza-
tion, which has created two basic ideas of ancient Chinese environmental aesthetics: one is homeland conscious-
ness, and the other is the relationship between heaven and man. The ancient Chinese environmental concept can
be roughly divided into two categories: the living environment and the natural environment, but the environ-
mental issues discussed here generally focus on the natural environment. Chinese ancient time has concepts of
natural environment, mainly including the heaven and earth (the god), the landscape, the great land (mountains,
rivers), home countries (the gods of land and grain, homelands), and fairyland (the Peach Garden, the Yinghu)
and so on, among which the heaven and earth, the landscape, and mountains and rivers are the most important
concepts. The heaven and earth is a philosophical concept, the landscape is a concept of aesthetics, and the great
land is an aesthetic concept with political significance. The ideology of ancient Chinese environmental aesthet-
ics includes the relationship between heaven and man, the feelings of home country and the quasi-ecological
consciousness. The first one is the relationship between man and nature, which mainly consists of three theo-
ries, namely harmony, distinction and coherence. The second one is the feeling of home country, which can be
divided into two aspects, namely the home series (peaceful living, harmonious living, elegant living and learn-
ing to be a man and make a living) and the national series (the Kunlun worship, China, Huaxia).The last one
is quasi-ecological awareness, including the concept of symbiosis and resource conservation. The ecological
civilization is the developmental return of agricultural civilization.

Key words ancient Chinese environmental aesthetics; relationship between human and nature; feelings

of family and country; quasi-ecological awareness; agricultural civilization; ecological civilization
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