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The Dilemma of the “Three—power Separation” Reform of
the Rural Land and Solutions

Wang Haijuan, Hu Shougeng (China University of Geosciences)

Abstract The “Three-power Separation” reform of the rural land in China is another major innovation in
the rural reform. Based on China’s resource endowment and development stage, the “Three-power Separation”
reform needs to achieve the dual objectives of political stability and agricultural development. While over-
strengthening the land contract right in the reform may lead to the “East Asian Trap”, in which it is difficult to
adjust the land rights, over-emphasizing the land management right may lead to the “Latin American trap” with
serious problems of peasants losing their farmlands. The “Three-power Separation” reform should maintain
a balance between stabilizing land contract rights and loosening land management rights. One possible path
is to employ the collective ownership rights on the basis of redefining the connotation of the contract rights.
The revision of “Rural Land Contract Law” should attach importance to practical experience and take into
consideration the institutional advantages of collective ownership and the dual objectives of the rural reform.

Key words “Three-power Separation”; farmland system; collective ownership; rural reform; village
development
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