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Local Specialties : Yongzhou CIliff Inscriptions
And Their Textual Production

Cheng Zhangcan (Nanjing University)

Abstract Yongzhou is located at the intersection of Xiao River and Xiang River and is also on the traffic

artery from the Jing-Chu area to the Lingnan area. Its unique water and stone culture provides a natural ge-

ographical condition for the production of cliff inscriptions. Yuan Jie, a romantic writer in mid-Tang dynasty

and a lover of Yongzhou mountain, water and stone, discovered and named such scenic spots as Yanghua Rock,

Chaoyang Rock and Wu Creek. His rewriting and inscriptions of The Ode to the Reviving Tang Dynasty made

Yongzhou Cliff an important platform for literary and cultural exchanges between writers across northern and

southern China, and even between Chinese and foreign writers. As a result, three series of Yongzhou Cliff in-

scriptions with local specialty came into being: political inscriptions in the form of odes and eulogies, cultural

inscriptions in the genre of landscape appreciation, and literary inscriptions in the form of poems and proses.

This has not only enriched the connotation of Yongzhou local culture and ancient stone inscription culture, but

also manifested the characteristics of ancient Chinese culture from a special perspective.

Key words Yongzhou; cliff inscriptions; Yuan Jie; local specialties; famous historic and cultural sites
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