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Space, Place and Urban Sociology
Wang Tianfu (Tsinghua University)

Abstract There exist great differences between the concepts of space and place, although they are closely
related to each other and are both important concepts in urban sociology. The former emphasizes abstract
existence above the individual level whereas the latter refers to a concrete location of residence that embeds
individual and group identity. Except Simmel, other classic sociologists have not discussed place explicitly.
From their living sites to big cities, human beings have long been bound with place and the city is in fact a
specific place. Urban sociologists cannot talk about the city and city life without mentioning place. From
different theoretical perspectives, place has been put in different positions with different functions in various
theories. The urban ethnographical research since the Chicago School has provided many profound and detailed
descriptions of city life. Therefore, the relationship between human and place should be taken into consideration
in order to understand daily life of urban residents and initiate measures of social governance.

Key words place; human-place relation; urban organic culture; urban sub-culture; urban social gover-

nance; urban sociology
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