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Political Aesthetic Thoughts in the Three Chuan To
The Springs and Autumns

Chen Wangheng( Wuhan University )

Abstract  The books of the three Chuan to The Springs and Autumns (Kun-yang-Chuan, Ku-liang-Ch-
uan, Tso-Chuan) contain some significant aesthetic thoughts, such as the three Chuan to The Springs and Au-
tumns Writing Method, the Theory of Great Unity, the emotion of "Family-Country", the ritual as the basis,
beauty into ritual, refined rites and music, aesthetic criteria and natural aesthetics, which can be regarded as
the origins of Confucianist political aesthetics as shall be discussed in the following. The first is the descrip-
tion way from the three Chuan to The Springs and Autumns Writings of the three Chuan to The Springs and
Autumns insist on using metaphors and understatements to imply serious affairs, and such way of description
indicated the pursuit for aesthetics. The second is the perspective of grand unification, unification on the level
of Huaxia. The civilization of Huaxia is more advanced, and is the source of Chinese aesthetics. The third is
the feelings of family and nation. It emphasized on ethics of the family and rites of the nation, and the latter
weighted more than the former. Feelings of family and nation are considered to be the spirit of Chinese aes-
thetics. The fourth is seeing rites as foundation. The essence of rites is benevolence. It is benevolence that pro-
moted rites to become the core of public's aesthetics. The fifth, beauty made rites, and the ceremonial ways of
beauty built the aesthetics of rites. The sixth, rites and music combining with each other, presented the unity
of the good and the beauty. The seventh, criterion of aesthetics, the three Chuan to The Springs and Autumns
proposed the criterion of aesthetics such as Shun, He, and so on . The eighth, the aesthetics of nature. The
three Chuan to The Springs and Autumns recorded some natural scenery which implied some opinions about
the beauty of nature.

Key words the three Chuan to The Springs and Autumns; the country etiquette; aesthetics of China;
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