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On the Inner Logic of Lukacs' Cultural Criticism Theory

Chen Shilin, Qu Zhi (Zhongnan University of Economics and Law )

Abstract The formation and development of Lukacs' cultural criticism theory has gone through several
stages with its theoretical focuses on criticism of literary aesthetics, reification critique, ideological criticism
and the critique of everyday life respectively, which are consequently expressed as specific theories such as
critical theory of literary aesthetics, critical theory of reification, critical theory of ideology, and critical theo-
ry of daily life. However, those expressions of specific theories are not isolated but logically connected. Spe-
cifically, the criticism of literary aesthetics is the theoretical foreshadowing of reification critique and ideolog-
ical criticism, which share a common intrinsic unity, while the criticism of daily life is the development of rei-
fication critique and ideological criticism. The specific theoretical expressions in different dimensions are or-
ganically unified, and jointly constitute Lukacs' cultural criticism theory with capitalism being the object of
criticism. A revisit of Lukacs' cultural criticism theory and exploration of its contemporary value is of great
significance for grasping the oversea evolution logic of Marxist cultural criticism theory.

Key words  Lukacs; cultural criticism; criticism of literary aesthetics; reification critique; ideological

criticism; the critique of everyday life
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