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The Overall Characteristics and Multiple Implications Of
Western Political Philosophy

Jiang Chang (Central China Normal University)

Abstract Historically speaking, the complicity of Western political philosophy lies in the fact that
there has never been a common research paradigm, not even among philosophers of the same school. Western
political philosophy generally refers to a variety of theoretical forms of political philosophy at three primary
levels of meta theory, basic theory and application theory, that have emerged in different historical periods of
western society since the Axial Age, with Western cultural background and cultural foundation, have had cer-
tain impact on the time and later ages, and are still of significant value or inspiration to this day. Taking the
state as the main research object, they mainly use philosophical speculations to study such key issues as the
ideal society, social justice, the rationality of regimes and systems, the legitimacy and restriction of power, the
importance of the rule of law and its relationship with natural law, civil society and its relationship with the
state, and citizens' virtue and rights, so as to provide norms and guidance for national governance and politi-
cal life. With a long history, rich content and diverse views, Western political philosophy, compared with
equally time honored Chinese politics, has taken on the overall characteristics of heterogeneity and incontinu-
ity in historical development, variability and diversity of theoretical foundation, ideality and practicality in
ideological purport, multiplicity and opposition of academic views, and so on.

Key words Western political philosophy; country; ideal society; rationality of regime; legitimacy of

power
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