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On Theory of Evil Nature and Political Order

An Analysis and Reinterpretation of Xunzi's Theory of Human Nature
He Huaihong (Zhengzhou University )

Abstract Xunzi is famous for his theory of original evil of human nature, but is human nature really as
evil as he claims? Is his logic self-consistent? From Xunzi's many expositions, it is obvious that this is not the
case. Since human nature can be "transformed into action", there must be a motivation and basis for transfor-
mation. And these foundations and motivations stem from the abilities of moral discernment and sympathy
that Xunzi recognizes. These abilities exist in human nature as good deeds. The desire that Xunzi regarded as
evil of nature also mainly refers to excessive and uncontrolled desire rather than general desire for life. As to
why Xunzi insists on a theory of evil nature, the reason seems to be closely related to his defense of the gener-
al political order, which is a particularly meaningful contribution of Xunzi to traditional moral and political
philosophy. In terms of special political order, it is still quite different from the main trend of western political
theories which have maintained rather low expectation of human nature since modern times.

Key words human nature; good and evil; political order; Xunzi; theory of original evil of human na-

ture; moral discernment; political philosophy
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