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Career Transition and Skills Change for Rural Artisans

Xu Jiahong, Chi Shuai (Nankai University)

Abstract The skills of rural artisans are of real-world value in promoting rural revitalization. Based on
the analysis of X-village tilers' occupational space and skill transformation in the past 30 years from a life cy-
cle perspective, this study finds that with the development of urban-rural integration, the occupational space
of rural artisans has been extended from village to county, and further to urban labor markets, and along with
the extension, their skills have gone differentiated or upgraded. On the one hand, the more open labor market
in big cities than in the countryside gives rural artisans new career space, and they build a new way of life
through acquiring new skills or upgrading existing skills. On the other hand, age, education background and a
lack of relevant institutional safeguard challenge artisans in terms of skills upgrading and career transforma-
tion. Moreover, a more open labor market has weakened their competitiveness in current rural society, and
even made them an unstable labor group for only low-skilled jobs available to them. Since artisans are rela-
tively weak in resisting risks of uncertainty, to promote rural revitalization with skilled personnel requires
both institutional labor protection and the creation of a cultural atmosphere for craftsmanship.

Key words rural artisans; society of skills; occupational space; skill formation; overage migrant work-

ers; craftsmanship
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