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The Logic, Challenges and Practical Pathways for Strengthening
Primary-level Party Organization Building in State-owned
Enterprises in New Era

Gong Ruixian, Fan Qiliang (Beijing Institute of Technology)

Abstract Acting as the political core and playing a key role in state-owned enterprises (SOEs), prima-
ry-level Party organizations in SOEs serve as the source of legitimacy and authority for establishing the Par-
ty's leading position and integrating it into practical work within SOEs. In the new era, primary-level Party
building in SOEs is underpinned by several key logics: the political logic of reinforcing the Party's overall
leadership over SOEs through the principles of "unswervingly upholding the Party's leadership over SOEs
and unwaveringly establishing a modern corporate system for SOEs "(Two Unwavering Principles); the inno-
vative logic of activating the intrinsic strength of primary-level Party building in SOEs with a forward-think-
ing paradigm, the main logic of forging a vanguard team of Party members out of composite key officials;
and the scientific logic of regulating primary-level Party building in SOEs through the reform of intra-Party
regulations. All these efforts serve to effectively remove the last critical hurdle of execution efficiency predic-
aments in f Party building within SOEs. Those predicaments in Party building within SOEs include weakened
organizational and mobilization capabilities, insufficient integration of Party building with business opera-
tions, lack of timeliness in ideological and political education, and underdevelopment in smart Party building,
all of which represent a detachment of institutional presence from functional efficacy, as well as of organiza-
tional structures from governance demands. To overcome these governance difficulties, it is necessary to ad-
vance the standardized and regulated primary-level Party building in SOEs, promote the reform and innova-
tion in integrating Party building with business operations, and reinforce the leading role of ideological and
political education while leveraging digitalization to empower high-quality development, thereby achieving
the comprehensive transformation of institutional advantages into governance effectiveness.

Key words state-owned enterprises; primary-level party building; corporate governance
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