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Rainer Forst's Moral Foundation for Discursive Ethics

And Forst's Advancement of Habermas and Apel's Discourse Theory
Qin Xiaojie (Chinese Academy of Social Sciences )

Abstract Discourse ethics, a moral theory co-founded by Jiirgen Habermas and Karl-Otto Apel, stress-
es reaching moral consensus through rational discourse in argumentation. They both take a discursive ap-
proach to the reconstructing of the implicit normative content in argumentation, while fundamental disagree-
ments arise over how to interpret the status of the idealized presuppositions of argumentation and the moral
connotations of the principle of discourse. Against the backdrop of this ideological divergence, Rainer Forst
successfully overcomes the difficulties in the thinking of his two mentors by making the following two inno-
vative contributions: firstly, he proposes an empirical moral right to justification as the basis of argumentation
practice in order to clarify the moral duty of the arguer engaging in justification practice; secondly, by inter-
preting moral justification as a dimension of the application of practical reasoning, and limiting the scope of
the analysis to moral argumentation, he manages to avoid Apel's dilemma of the overgeneralization of dis-
course rationality; and lastly, Forst overcomes Habermas's shortcomings in moral motivation by establishing
moral cognition of the justificatory practice and others' right to justification as a source of motivation. Howev-
er, Forst's tightly structured moral grounding work is still flawed: the certainty of moral cognition that under-
pins the moral foundations of his justification practice remains to be further explored.

Key words Rainer Forst; Jiirgen Habermas; discourse ethics; moral foundation; basic rights to justifi-

cation
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