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Theories Concerning the Jing-Zi Relationship and the Intellectual
Movement During the Ming-Qing Transition Period

Huang Yangiang (Wuhan University )

Abstract The late-Ming and early-Qing period marked a pivotal transformation in the Chinese classi-
cal intellectual world as it moved towards modernity. The intellectual movement of this era initiated the na-
scent emergence of modern Chinese values while driving profound transformations in traditional epistemolog-
ical frameworks. Firstly, in the debates between Jingxue (Classical Studies) and Lixue (Neo-Confucianism)
unfolded alongside the Han-Song (Han Learning vs. Song Learning) controversy, scholars of this period me-
ticulously analyzed their differences with the aim of to reorient hermeneutic paradigms from the Song-Ming
focus on the interpretations of yili (meaning and principle) back toward the Han-Tang tradition of seeking
truth from facts. Secondly, by deconstructing the Song-Ming doctrine of daotong (Confucian orthodoxy),
Qing Confucianism stripped Si Shu (the "Four Books") of their canonical status as "sacred scriptures", reclas-
sifying them as biographical or sub-Confucian texts, thereby undermining the legitimacy of Song-Ming Neo-
Confucian interpretations based on Si Shu. Thirdly, evidential scholars in Qing Dynasty advocates verifying
and interpreting Jing with Zi, thereby recognizing the material value of the pre-Qin classics, and shifting Jing-
Zi relationship from antagonism to mutual validation and interaction. All these shifts delineate the seismic in-
tellectual upheavals in the Ming-Qing transition period, and resonate with the contemporary intellectual
movement.

Key words the Jing-Zi Relationship (between Confucian Classics and non-Confucian Masters' Works);
intellectual movement; the Debates between Jingxue (Classical Studies) and Lixue (Neo-Confucianism); the
Restoration of Si Shu (the "Four Books"); Jing-Zi Interaction (between Confucian Classics and non-Confucian

Masters' works)
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