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The Development of Underdeveloped Regions in China:
Emerging Issues, Novel Challenges and New Paths

Si Lijuan (Lanzhou University )

Abstract Coordinated regional development serves as a critical pillar for promoting high-quality devel-
opment and an essential component of advancing Chinese modernization. Cultivating endogenous driving
forces for development in underdeveloped regions is not only pivotal to the overall effectiveness of coordinat-
ed regional development, but also integral to the progress of building China into a great modern socialist
country in all aspects. By adopting a county-level perspective and constructing a multi-dimensional frame-
work encompassing indicators such as household income, economic development, fiscal support and public
services, this paper analyzes the distribution characteristics of underdeveloped regions in China, and proposes
corresponding development paths. Research indicates that most underdeveloped regions in China exhibit
overlapping characteristics of multiple special types, with common challenges including limited local fiscal
revenue, low per capita disposable income, industrial singularity, inadequate transportation infrastructure and
human capital shortages. To promote the development of these regions, measures such as optimizing transpor-
tation networks, fostering endogenous growth momentum, establishing a modern industrial system, promot-
ing the coordinated development of "production, living and ecology", and improving livelihood security sys-
tem can be implemented. These approaches will leverage their latecomer advantages and accelerate the high-
quality development of underdeveloped regions in China.

Key words underdeveloped areas; special-type areas; county-level economy; coordinated regional de-

velopment
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